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FOREWORD

The Ninth Symposium on Operating System Principles continues the tradition of its
eight predecessors by reporting on significant original work in the field. The papers
in this proceedings range from design proposals to implementation lessons, from
storage allocation to security verification, from data storage to communication
protocols. While many focus on topics and issues in distributed systems, the papers
as a whole are indicative of the true breadth of the field.

The strong technical history of these symposia and their relative infrequency (bi-
annual) exerted considerable influence on the makeup of the program committee
and on the reviewing process for the submitted papers. Ten committee members,
displaying wide technical diversity, were chosen from six academic institutions and
three industrial organizations. More than half were serving on an SOSP program
committee for the first time. Departing from the approach followed in recent years,
the committee members decided to review most of the papers themselves,
consulting outside referees in those cases where special expertise was needed. A
two round reviewing process was employed, ensuring that at least three committee
members read each submission and that most members read most of the papers.
The committee was thus very well informed when it met and selected sixteen papers
from a field of eighty-three for inclusion in the symposium. Three outstanding
papers were nominated and subsequently accepted for publication in a special issue
of the ACM Transactions on Computer Systems. A fourth paper was independently
submitted to and accepted by TOCS. In accordance with ACM policy, only extended

abstracts of these papers appear in the proceedings.

A good technical program is necessary but not sufficient for a successful conference.
In addition to the program committee and other symposium officials, we wish to
thank Kathi Anderson, Shannon McElyea, and Muriel Webber, whose diligence and
care have greatly contributed to the quality of this conference.

Roy Levin and Dave Redell
Program Committee Co-Chairmen
August, 1983
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